
John Kerry Claims … … But Reality  
Passed Legislation to Combat Money Laundering: In 2001, Senator Kerry’s 
legislation, the International Counter-Money Laundering and Foreign Anticorruption 
Act, was enacted as Section 311 of the USA PATRIOT Act.  It provides the tools 
the U.S. needs to crack down on international money laundering havens and 
protects the integrity of the U.S. financial system from the influx of tainted money 
from abroad.  The legislation gives the Secretary of Treasury the discretionary 
authority to take targeted action against specific international money laundering 
threats including restricting or prohibiting their access to the U.S. financial system.  
[PL 107-56] 

PL 107-56 is H.R.3162 : To deter and punish terrorist acts in the United 
States and around the world, to enhance law enforcement investigatory 
tools, and for other purposes. 
Sponsor: Rep Sensenbrenner, F. James, Jr. [WI-9] 

Helping fishermen gain access to bankruptcy protections: In 2005, Senator Kerry 
successfully passed an amendment in the Bankruptcy Reform Act to make Chapter 
12 of the Bankruptcy Code -- which originally applied only to family farmers -- 
applicable to fishermen.  The amendment helps ensure that fishermen have the 
flexibility under Chapter 12 of the bankruptcy code to wait out the rebuilding of our 
commercial fish stocks.  [PL 109-8] 

PL 109-8 is S.256 : A bill to amend title 11 of the United States Code, and 
for other purposes. 
Sponsor: Sen Grassley, Chuck [IA]  
 
Also, Kerry was not one of the 12 co-sponsors of this bill. 
 
In addition, Kerry voted against passage of S.256 on March 10, 2005 (CQ 
Vote #44) 

Stopping Child Exploitation: Senator Kerry’s child exploitation bill (S. 2155, 
introduced in the 109th Congress) – entitled Masha’s Law – became law in the 
Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act of 2006. The Kerry legislation, 
inspired by the tragic story of a 13-year-old girl who was sexually-exploited by her 
adopted father, will help prevent child exploitation by increasing the civil statutory 
damages available to a victim of child exploitation and ensuring that victims of child 
pornography whose images remain in circulation after they have turned 18 can still 
recover when those images are downloaded. [PL 109-248] 

PL 109-248 is H.R.4472 : An act to protect children from sexual exploitation 
and violent crime, to prevent child abuse and child pornography, to 
promote Internet safety, and to honor the memory of Adam Walsh and 
other child crime victims. 
Sponsor: Rep Sensenbrenner, F. James, Jr. [WI-5] 

Fighting for Massachusetts’ Fishermen: Senator Kerry secured $13.395 million in 
federal disaster assistance for Massachusetts fishermen as part of the Omnibus 
Appropriations Bill signed by the President in December 2007. This funding will 
provide assistance to the Massachusetts groundfishing fleet, which is struggling to 
survive in the face of significant cuts in fishing effort. [P.L. 110-161] 

P.L. 110-161 is H.R.2764 : Making appropriations for the Department of 
State, foreign operations, and related programs for the fiscal year ending 
September 30, 2008, and for other purposes. 
Sponsor: Rep Lowey, Nita M. [NY-18] 

Assisting the Military and Our Veterans: In 2007, Senator Kerry’s legislation was 
included in the FY 2008 Department of Defense Authorization Conference Report 
to authorize the construction of a joint Department of Defense/Veterans 
Administration military eye injury center of excellence. This “center of excellence” 
will allow those that have suffered from one of the more common injuries from 
Operations’ Iraqi Freedom and Enduring Freedom, to receive seamless care and 
treatment. [PL 110-181] Also in 2007, Senator Kerry secured an additional $19 
million for the Department of Veterans Affairs readjustment counseling services in 
the FY 2007 Supplemental Appropriations Conference Report. This funding 
provided for additional outreach efforts to those transitioning from military to civilian 
life from Operations Iraqi Freedom and Enduring Freedom [PL 110-28]. 

PL 110-181 is H.R.4986 : To provide for the enactment of the National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2008, as previously enrolled, with 
certain modifications to address the foreign sovereign immunities 
provisions of title 28, United States Code, with respect to the attachment of 
property in certain judgements against Iraq, the lapse of statutory 
authorities for the payment of bonuses, special pays, and similar benefits 
for members of the uniformed services, and for other purposes. 
Sponsor: Rep Skelton, Ike [MO-4] 
 
PL 110-28 is H.R.2206 : Making emergency supplemental appropriations 
and additional supplemental appropriations for agricultural and other 



emergency assistance for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2007, and 
for other purposes. 
Sponsor: Rep Obey, David R. [WI-7] 

Ethics Reform: Senator Kerry’s bill - the Congressional Pension Accountability Act -
  passed as part of the Honest Leadership and Open Government Act of 2007. The 
Kerry law denies pensions to any current or future Member of Congress who is 
convicted of serious ethics crimes such as bribery.  This legislation is based on the 
2005 case of Representative Randy “Duke” Cunningham who kept his federal 
pension of approximately $40,000 per year after pleading guilty to bribery and tax 
evasion charges.  [PL110-81] 

PL 110-81 is S.1 : A bill to provide greater transparency in the legislative 
process. 
Sponsor: Sen Reid, Harry [NV] 
 
Also, Kerry was not one of the 17 co-sponsors of this bill. 

Addressing the Humanitarian Crisis in Burma: In October 2007, the Senate passed 
S. Res. 339, a Kerry resolution regarding violence in Burma. As the military 
crackdown intensified in early October, the Senate resolution called on the 
Burmese authorities to bring an end to violence, release political prisoners, and 
open dialogue in order to solve the crisis.  Passage of this resolution put Congress 
on the record in opposition to the atrocities occurring in Burma. 

S. Res. 339 was Passed/agreed to in Senate. 
 
“Simple resolutions are designated H.Res. and S.Res., followed by a 
number.  A simple resolution addresses matters entirely within the 
prerogative of one house, such as revising the standing rules of one 
Chamber. Simple resolutions are also used to express the sentiments of a 
single house, such as offering condolences to the family of a deceased 
member of Congress, or it may give "advice" on foreign policy or other 
executive business. Simple resolutions do not require the approval of the 
other house nor the signature of the President, and they do not have the 
force of law.” 
(http://www.senate.gov/legislative/common/briefing/leg_laws_acts.htm#4)  

Assisting Reservist Called to Active Duty: The Veterans Entrepreneurship and 
Small Business Development Act of 1999 included Kerry’s Military Reservists Small 
Business Relief Act (S. 918).  The legislation created a program at the Small 
Business Administration to allow reservists who own businesses who are called to 
active duty, or business owners who have a key employee called to active duty, to 
access low-interest disaster loans in order to mitigate financial hardships or ruin, as 
happened to reservists during Desert Storm. [PL 106-50] 

PL 106-50 is H.R.1568 : To provide technical, financial, and procurement 
assistance to veteran owned small businesses, and for other purposes. 
Sponsor: Rep Talent, Jim [MO-2] 
 

Boosting the Economy Following September 11th: The Department of Defense and 
Emergency Supplemental Appropriations for Recovery from and Response to 
Terrorist Attacks on the United States Act of 2002 included provisions of Kerry’s 
American Small Business Emergency Relief and Recovery Act (S.1499). The 
provisions provided $75 million to lower fees on 7(a) loans in order to use the 
private sector to make loans to companies across the country that were adversely 
impacted by the terrorist attacks of 9-11.  The legislation pumped approximately $3 
billion into local economies. [PL 107-117] 

PL 107-117 is H.R.3338 : Making appropriations for the Department of 
Defense for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2002, and for other 
purposes. 
Sponsor: Rep Lewis, Jerry [CA-40] 

Holding the TSA Accountable to Contracting Laws: In 2007, Kerry passed 
legislation to increase contracting transparency at the Transportation Security 
Administration by ending the exemption from Federal Acquisition Regulations it was 
granted in the aftermath of the September 11th attacks.  The legislation mandates 
that the TSA meet the government-wide 23 percent small business contracting 
goal.  The bill was included in the Consolidated Appropriations bill that was signed 

PL 110-161 is H.R.2764 : Making appropriations for the Department of 
State, foreign operations, and related programs for the fiscal year ending 
September 30, 2008, and for other purposes. 
Sponsor: Rep Lowey, Nita M. [NY-18] 



into law on December 26, 2007. [PL 110-161] 
Providing Aid to Small Business Owners Affected by Drought: Senator Kerry 
passed legislation to make non-agricultural small businesses hurt by drought 
eligible for SBA disaster loans, ending SBA’s practice of letting non-farm 
businesses fall through the cracks in years past, giving all small business-owners in 
drought-stricken areas access to low-interest disaster assistance through the SBA. 
The bill, the Small Business Drought Relief Act of 2005 (S.1463), passed as an 
amendment to the Department of Defense Authorization bill. [PL 109-163] 

PL 109-163 is H.R.1815 : To authorize appropriations for fiscal year 2006 
for military activities of the Department of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the Department of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal year. 
Sponsor: Rep Hunter, Duncan [CA-52]  

Working to Increase Small Business Energy Efficiency: In June 2007, Kerry passed 
two amendments to the CLEAN Energy Act to help small businesses (S.A. 1706).  
The provisions create loans for small firms to invest in renewable sources of 
energy, create incentives for greener business operations, and hold the Bush 
Administration accountable for implementing energy efficiency programs that 
Congress established in 2005.  The provisions were based on legislation Kerry 
introduced in July 2007, the Small Business Energy Efficiency Act of 2007.  The bill 
was signed into law on December 19. [PL 110-140] 

PL 110-140 is H.R.6 : An Act to move the United States toward greater 
energy independence and security, to increase the production of clean 
renewable fuels, to protect consumers, to increase the efficiency of 
products, buildings, and vehicles, to promote research on and deploy 
greenhouse gas capture and storage options, and to improve the energy 
performance of the Federal Government, and for other purposes. 
Sponsor: Rep Rahall, Nick J., II [WV-3] 

Helping Veteran-owned Small Businesses: In February 2008, Senator Kerry’s bill - 
the Military Reservist and Veteran Small Business Reauthorization and Opportunity 
Act, S. 1784 - was signed into law. The bill improves outreach and assistance 
programs for veteran-owned small businesses.  This legislation increases the 
funding authorization for the Office of Veteran Business Development from $2 
million today to $2.5 million over three years, creates an Interagency Task Force to 
improve coordination between agencies in administrating veteran small business 
programs, and permanently extends the SBA Advisory Committee on Veterans 
Business Affairs.  [Public Law 110-186] 

PL 110-186 is H.R.4253 : To improve and expand small business 
assistance programs for veterans of the armed forces and military 
reservists, and for other purposes. 
Sponsor: Rep Altmire, Jason [PA-4] 
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