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HOSTAGE

Continued from Page 1A o
much the better ™

The Istamic Jihad statement smd
the envoy would be carmying an
“extremely important message ” It
did not identify the envoy, disclose
his travel plans or stale Lhe conlents
of his message. 1t also did not say
“whether the envoy would be an
Islamic Jihad member, a third
party. or even s hostage. .

Last year, another pro-lranian
group used a hoslage W send a
message lo the Uniled States.
Amcrican hoslage Frank Herbert
Heed was freed Aprit 30, 1990, and
said he carried a message for the
While House. The message was
never made public.

Anderson, 43, chief Middle East
correspondent for The Associated
Press, was abducted March 16, 985,
and is the hostage who has been
held the Jongest. Sulheriand, 60, of
Fort Collins, Colo., dean of agncul-
ture at the Amencan University of
Beirut, was kidnapped June 9,
1985

There was no mention of cither
man in Tuesday’s 13-line Arabic
slatement from Islamic Jihad. The
stalement was delivered o 3 Wes-
term news agency along with a
black-and-white photograph of
Anderson.

Anderson was shown in profile,
unlike previous pictures of him in
captvity. He wore a dark T-shirt and
had a slight stubble of beard. He was
nol wearing his eyeglasses.

The last previous piclure of
Anderson was released by Islamic
Jihad on July 18 In it, he had a
bushy beard,

The statement from Islamic Jihad
said

U.N. Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar talks to re;
kidnappers said they will send a “spedal envoy”

“In line with our belief in the necd
for action Lo resolve the issue of our
imprisoned holy warriors around
the world, especially in oecupied
Palesline, as well as the issue of
those we hold (hostages) we

TAXES

Continucd from Page 1A

4 p.m. A special meeting to consider
the tax rate, payment schedules or
delay in the revaluation will begin
al 7.30 p.m. in the council's
chambers.

During Monday’s hearing, dozens
of speakers said their taxes could
double or triple if the new values are
used. They also complained that
Cole-Layer-Trumble, the private
appraisal company the city hired to
perform the revaluation, did a poor
job in gathering data on homes and
determining the area's market
values.

Wil Corcoran, project director for
Cole-Layer-Trumble, said the com-
plaints were not new and came from
“the same (people) inundating our
office with phone calls and letters."

Allen said the city may open up a
new set of problems if it puts off
using the revaluation figures for a
year. For example:

® Downlown property owners
would probably file hundreds of
requests for abatements — cuts in
the appraised value of their pro-
perty — since many expected Lo
receive tax breaks as a result of the
faltering commercial market.

© Some homeowners likewise
would have seen steady or lower
Laxes under the new assessments.

They could argue thal they've been
paying too much while more expen-
sive homes have been undervalued,
and it’s unfair for that situation to
continue.

® The city would probably have
lo raise the tax rate — set at $40,71

per $1,000 of assessed value before
revaluation - in anticipation of
miflions of dollars of abatements.
That ¢oldid boost the tax raté by $2
or $3, Ganley said.

@ The state has the power to
order the city to use the new
figures.

On the last point, Allen and Gan-
ley said they think they can con-
vince the state a delay is justified.
Ganley said the city could argue that
it doesn't have time to investiga
the complaints about revaluati
hefore Lhe first bills, due in mid-Sep-

tember, are senl oul

But a stale official doesn't see it
that way

“They are in non-compliance,”
suid Larry Record, director of the
property tax division of the Maine
Finance Department.

Record said slate law requires
cities and lowns lo change their
valuations when overall appraisals
fall below 70 percent of the fair
markel values. Portland's overall
appraisals are below 50 percent of
market values,

“1, in good conscience, would not
recommend going back to the old
values,” Record said, noting the
inequity of having some taxpayers’
homes overvalued and overtaxed.

“To delay implementing the reva-
luation means you want to continue
with the inequities that existed. The
people that have been overpaying
would continue to overpay.” he
said. i

I the' state'tax assessor receives a
complant, he could investigate and
order the city to use the new values,
Record said.

Echoing Record’s concerns, Allen
said the city would hold another
hearing before officially deciding to
delay implementation.

“There are some people who
would be paying less under the

shall send a special envoy carrying
an extremely important message to
U.N. Secretary-General Mr. de
Cuellar within the next 48 hours.”

Thirteen Weslerners are missing

Black churches do

® The cnsis of inner city
schools prompts renewal
of the black church's
traditional commitment to
education.

By SUSAN CHIRA
The New York Times -

CHICAGQ - Those who would
save America’s inner-<ity schools
are discovering a long-neglected
resource - the black church.

From after-school tutorials to

schools, comp clarses
to family science activities, black
churches are renewing their historic
commitment to education.

But now they are getting money
from private foundations and some
government agencies, who see black
churches as their best link to chil-
dren in neighborhoods beset by
poverty, violence and school failure.

For years, these donors shunned
religious institutions, worried about
the separation of church and state.

Cole-Layer-Trumbie t
than they are now and we can
expect those people to be con-
cemed,” he said "It's by no means
clear what the council will decide to
do.”

But the delay seemed to be a
popular choice for several counci-
lors contacted Tuesday.

Councilor Esther B. Clenott said
she would like to see a delay at least
until unhappy taxpayers compl
their appeals=Sheé said she's looking
for a solution that "doesn’t throw the
city info chaos.”

“If Cole-Layer-Trumble has
screwed up and it's wrong, we
should stop it We have a responsi-
bility to the people,” said Councilor
Charles W. Harlow. -

Councilor Richard W. Paulson
aiso said that a delay is “not unrea-
sonable,” but other couieilors zaig
they want to hear more about the
plan before committing
themselves.

Now, h er, many have come to
believe that churches, by their very

Assnciated Prexs
porters Tucsday in New York after terrorist
(o see him about the hostage deadlock.

in Lebanon - six Americans, fowr
Britons, two West Germans and an
italian. Most are believed held by
militants linked to Hezbollah, of
Party of God, which is backed by
Iran. .

‘Caution ms:

those who -

® Relatives of hostages
have been through the
roller coaster of hope and
despair many umes before:

Assoclated Press

Relatives of Western hostuges
being held in Lebanon reacted with
caution and bitterness Dyesday to
reports that kidnappers may be
preparing lo release an Americn
and a British hostage by weck's
end

“IUs very positive, bul no reason to
get on any rollercoaster,” said Ki
Sutherland, daughter of American
hostage Thomas Sutheriand. “We've
seen all this before.”

The terrorisl group Islamic JJihad,
which kidnapped Sutherand and
fellow American Terry Anderson in
1985, said Tuesday it would send a
“'special envoy” to the United
Nations secretary-general within 43
hours, apparently to discuss the
hostage issue.

An Iranian newspaper, the Tehran
Times, reported that an, American
and a British hostuge might be
freed.

Anderson’s sister, Peggy Say, smd
U.S. officials had heard similar
reports through diplomatic chan-
nels. She denounced the reports as
“the cruelest treatment of the hog.
tages’ families "

€6We are responsible who live here. What's going
on now in my community is something I can
change.29
Rev. Willie Gable, Progressive Baptist Church

hature, can supplement what many
see as gaping holes in public schools
- providing moral or religious train-
ing and treating the whole range of
social ills that doom many children
to failure. To avoid church-state
.conflicts, most require that money
go only to non-religious educational
programs,

On jusl one summer day here,
more than 500 children sit in make-
shift classrooms in churches around
the city, racing lo chaliboards 1o
work out mathematics problems or
drawing pictures of the solar
systemn. !

In an unlikely pairing of science
and religion, the National Science
Foundation, a governiment agency,
and the American Association for
the Advancement of Science, a pro-
fessional group, are financing hun-
dreds of instructional programs in

black churches here and around the
country to improve math, science
and computer skills.

The Association for the Advance-
ment of Science has_spent $800,000
over the last four years for su¢
programs in 800 churches in 17
cities.

Privale foundations are also giving
money. Carnegie Corp., for example,
has given $2.3 million for church-
based educational programs in nine
cities.

Such church educational offerings
include preschools, classes in how to
be a parent and special programs
tailored to young black men.

Most of the children in the pro-
grams are nol members of churches;
but are often those the public
schools have failed.

Black churches stepped up their
educational programs as concern
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SCHOOLS

Continued from Page 1A

fundamentalist schools, in some
cases to teach thern at home, school
officials say.

At Kennebunk Christian Acad-
eny, Raymand Antociceo, the head-
master, said the school will pe lucky
to reach its enrollment goal of 110
students this year its peak enroll-
ment was 130 in 1988.

“The economy is definitely hitting
the Christian schools harder than it
is hitting the private prep schools,”
Antocicco said. “We have mostly
blue-coltar middte-income—
families.”

The Bissannette family of Dayton
is typical of those leaving the Kenne-

¥
bunk Christian Academy.

Althpugh determined to Have a
Christlan-oriented education for
their three children, Debra Bisson-
nette said theptotal cost of nearly
$7,000 is no longer affordable to hér
and her husband, Gerald, whose
hours as a textile worker at West-
point-Pepperhill in Biddeford have
been cut back

“I love the school, but it was
either that or not pay the mort-
gage,” she said._

To make ends meel, Debra Bis-
sonette will teach the children at
home and hope times get better.

The Bissonettes will not tum to
the public schools, she said, because

isti irrcluded
in their children’s schooling.
“Obviously, our options are limited.”

* school not far from K

back we will probably re-enroll.”
Anlocicco said he sees the same
pattern with many families.

“They are trying homeschooling,.
and if that doesn't work they’ll come
back to the day schools. Unfortu-
nately, it might bring about the_
demise of the day schools” he
said.

Last spring, another Christian
bunk went

ments have st
only slightly s:
ented programs
that parents
slipped.
Ronald Gias:
Eastgate Chris
Gloucester, saic
his families w
schools and oth
ing at home

under because of low enrollment.
Bethel Christian Academy in Ports-
mouth, NH, which had a peak
enrollment of 150 in the mid-1980s,
closed after enroliment fell to 80!
students. It since has reorganized
as the Portsmouth Christian Acad-
emy and will open in the fall.
Officials of three southern Maine

she said. “When the finances come  Christian schopls whose snrall-

Easigate's e:
slightly to about
fall, he said, b
held to §1,400.

“The parents
ment and their
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